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At Semley Primary School, we believe that the teaching of Religious Education is vital for the development of each child as an individual.  RE enables our pupils to develop and understand their spiritual identity. It contributes to their development; further empowering them to become tolerant, understanding citizens, growing up in an increasingly globalized world, citizens who live out the British Values of respect and tolerance and who are spiritually, morally, socially and culturally literate. RE helps pupils deal positively with controversial issues, to manage strongly held differences of belief, and to challenge stereotypes and prejudice. We believe that our children should  be able to display religious and theological literacy and our RE curriculum contributes to all of these essential elements of knowledge, concepts and qualities. 
RE at Semley follows the Wiltshire SACRE syllabus through the schemes of work for Understanding Christianity and Discovery R.E. We promote interfaith understanding by giving children an awareness that they live in a diverse and varied society encompassing many different cultures, faiths and worldviews.  We also strive to promote pupil’s spiritual, moral, cultural and mental development. From the EYFS through to year 6 children are taught the worldwide views of:   
· Christianity    
· Hinduism  
· Islam  
· Judaism  

At Semley CE VA school, we reflect and promote a Christian ethos and Christian values whilst allowing for the freedom of pupils to hold and express different beliefs.


Right of Withdrawal

Parents have the right to request that their child be withdrawn from all or part of the R.E. curriculum and or Collective Worship. We support parents right to do this without influence from the school though we will ensure parents understand the current educational objectives and content of the RE syllabus. The emphasis in RE is the open exploration of ultimate questions and the examination of a range of religious and non-religious responses to these questions, including the views of pupils. Parents should also recognise that pupils may encounter religion and belief in other parts of the curriculum from which there is no right of withdrawal.  The school will provide a system of suitable supervision for children withdrawn from Acts of Collective Worship and Religious Education. However, no additional work will be set or followed in this time.


Collective Worship 

At Semley School we cherish the daily opportunity to join together as a school family to share together in prayer, praise and reflection. These times are led by staff, children and regularly by Rev Kate McFarlane from our local church, St Leonards in Semley village.We also enjoy welcoming the ‘Open the Book’ team of parishioners who tell Bible Stories through drama, which the children and staff greatly enjoy.
Each week follows a set pattern, which includes a class reflection as well as whole school worship. Each Friday we enjoy our celebration assembly when we celebrate achievement both in and out of school, birthdays that week and we reinforce the message that our best efforts give glory to God. The children’s efforts and achievements are rewarded through espousing our Christian values of adventure, aspiration, respect and wonder.
 
We are proud to be a church school and seek to work with our church to serve our community and to cherish and nurture everyone in our school and church families. 
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