Semley CE VA Primary School
Semley, Shaftesbury SP7 9AU

Tel: (01747) 830427
Sem l,ey admin@semley.wilts.sch.uk

CE VA Primary School www.semley.wilts.sch.uk

/V\cmday 18th Alorll 2024
Dear Parents,

/ hope you are all well and that you had a wonderful Easter with Haurfamllles. | wanted to take
this opportunity to thank you again for your kind donations to our Science Week last term. The
children had a brilliant time ma/etn.g ice-cream, investigating what stops J'elly from setting and
leammg about Jane Goodall.

This term, the children will continue to enjoy investigating a wide variety of chemical changes as
part of our main Summer Science based Topic called Fizz, Pop, Bang./ They will also be learnin
about volcanoes, earthclua/ees, tornadoes and tsunamis in our Geography topic - Why do People Live
Near Volcanoes? During these lessons, we will be classify(ng rocks and | would very much like to
invite the budding Dove gealogists to bring in their specimens and create a class museum.

As always, it is going to be an actlcm-pac/eed term! | have tried to include the most important
information for you below but please do see our Curriculum /V\ap for fu.rther details.

PE

This term the children will be participating in Athletics, Cricket, Rounders and Tag Ruby sessions
with Coach Luke on a /V\onday. The year 3 children will also be swimming with me and some of our
wonderful parent helpers on Tuesday afternoons. While we are out, the year 2 children will be
enjoying a more peaceful classroom and the chance to work with Mrs Stroud on some core Readlng
and Maths skills as well as ta/et‘n.g part in some Wellbemg activities.

PSHE

The Doves are luc/eH enaugh to be having their turn aqain at Forest School durmg Summer 1, which [
think we have timed rather well with (ho,oefullg/) the start of the goad weather! As per Mrs
Rumney’s letter, please can the children come to school on Frldays dressed aploroloriately for an
afternoon outside.

Dur(ng Summer 2, our PSHE topic is /—/Qalthy /Qelatlonshlps and in one lesson, we will be dlscussing
the NSPCC's Underwear Rule - PANTS. The lesson will be delivered in a way that is fu.l[y age-
appropriate. More information about the Underwear Rule, includlng a short film and a parent guide
can be found at https://www.nspcc.org.u/e//eeepmg—chc‘ldren—safe/support—far—’parents/,pants—
underwear-rule/ If you have any questions at all, please don't hesitate to get in touch.

Art and Design

This term the children will be exlolartng textiles and theirfocus artists are Alice Kettle, Hannah Rae
and frank Bowllng. They will be exloloring cloth, thread and paint to create their own volcanic
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msplred landsca,oes. /f you have any textile based art at home, we would very much love to look at
them in one of our art sessions on Frlday morning.

Reading

We will continue to encourage the Doves to develolo a love for Readtng this term and as soon as
every child has reached 100 /\/lghts of Readtng, we will be celebrating with a /Qeadmg Party. | also
wanted to remind you all that Mrs C-C promised to buy a book for every child who reaches 250
thhts of Readmg by the end of the year - so please do /eeelo up—to—date with your child’s readmg

record.

Phonics and Spellmgs
The year 2 children have been Wor/ein.g so hard to complete the UL&S Phonics scheme and are now

reachmg their last few weeks. After half term, they will be moving onto WQQ/Q[H spellmgs like the
Year 3 children.

We will continue to teach the year 3 children the spelling rules daily in class and would very much
appreciate your support in ho,lloing them learn their WQ.Q/Q[H sloellmgs. |'am aware that for some
children, the spellmgs are difficult. Please come and spea/e to me if you would rather your child
learnt some slmpler but still valuable words instead.

Year 2 KSI SATs

The government have fmally abolished the formal KST SATs testing in Maths and Engllsh for the year
2 children this year. However, Semley has been selected by the NFER to participate in a trial testing
of some readmg materials which will be carried out on Thursday 25" of Aloril and FridaH the 26™ of

A,ortl. The children will comloleto. a brief (30 minute) Reading paper on the 771ur5daH and a slightl&/
longer Readlng paper on the Fr(day. [ will be in the room with the children to hel,o maintain an
environment theg are familiar with. If you have any questions or concerns, Iolease don't hesitate to
talk to me about it. The representative from the NFER will take the papers away after the children
have cam,oleted them and they will not be matched to the children in any way, nor will their scores
be recorded. The purpose of the NFER papers is to test how accurate the papers are and not the
children’s abilities.

In the week begmning the 6" of /\/\aH, we will be giving the children the government recommended
read(ng and maths papers from this year to inform our teacher assessment. They will be carried out
in class with me, Just like any end of unit assessment. [t will help me see how the children are
Ioerformlng against the end of year objecttms and in turn support their transition into the KQ,H Stage,
2 Curriculum. My teacher assessmentjudgements will be reloorted to you bH the end of the summer
term in their school report. The year 3 children will have their end of year assessments later on in
the year.

Aloolagies for endmg on such a formal note! Please be assured that we have lots of fun leaming
activities ahead. We will be ending this half term with an Arts Week and will be heading to Oyster's
Capptce on Wednesday the 13" of June for our Woodland's Alive! adventure — more details to follow
closer to the time.

As always, please don't hesitate to contact me with any guestwns or queries.

Best wishes,

Vlc/ey Gambier



