Forest School
What is Forest School?
	Long term process
	Robins - receive continuous, year-round weekly sessions. Wrens, Doves, Owls, and Kites - receive at least one (and sometimes multiple) 6-week continuous blocks over the academic year

	Natural environment 
	We have created an inviting area within our school field

	Holistic development 
	Nurturing resilience, confidence, self-esteem, team building

	Supportive risk-taking 
	Tool work, learning skills, height, balance

	Qualified practitioners 
	We have three Level 3 trained practitioners who safely facilitate sessions, manage risks, and guide technical skills

	Learner-centred processes 

	Our set up and activities are child-led. Through reflection and discussion, the children express what they would like to do, the adults facilitate this and provide options for further exploration of activities and learning. Children are invited to join in activities or choose their own learning and play   


At Semley we follow the 6 core principles set out by the Forest School Association. This is a long-term, holistic, child-centred approach to learning in a natural environment. 

Tool progression throughout the school  
	Wrens  
	Hammering, Palm drill 

	Robins  
	Hammer, Palm drills, Loppers, Secateurs, Potato peelers, Bow saw 

	Doves 
	Hammer, Palm drills, Loppers, Secateurs, Potato peelers, Bow saw 

	Owls 
	Hammer, Palm drill, Loppers, Secateurs, Peelers, Knives (when ready), Bow saw, Hand/folding saw, make a fire, Knots,

	Kites 
	Hammer, Palm drill, Loppers, Secateurs, Peelers, Knives (when ready), Bow saw, Hand/folding saw, make a fire, Knots,



Robin’s class enjoy a mix of pure Forest School sessions and nature-based sessions directly linked to the PSHE and Science curriculum (Living Things & Their Habitats and Plants & Trees). 
Wrens, Doves, Owls and Kites enjoy pure Forest School sessions of learner-led, self-directed play, building on positive life skills and technical tool progression.
